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1. David G. Burnet to Henry Raguet, April 7, 1836. President Burnet calls the "Runaway Scrape" premature, judges the army under Houston to be "in fine condition and high spirits," and calls on eastern Texans to join the fray. Link to document

In this document, Burnet makes an assessment of the army.  Was this an accurate assessment? Why or why not?

David G. Burnet an early pioneer in Texas and formerly an empressario, was chosen at the convention of 1836,which declared Texas’s independence as the ad interim(temporary) president. Sam Houston was elected by unanimous votes commander in chief of the army. Houston was put in charge of both the volunteers and the regular army. Henry Raguet was a merchant and an acquaintance of Sam Houston. He moved to Nacogdoches which is in east Texas.  In the letter to Henry Raguet, April 7, 1836 Burnet addresses Raguet and the citizens in his vicinity the good news that after the initial panic following the defeat of Alamo and Coleto the Texans have regained confidence. Santa Anna’s army however, is approaching Sam Houstons army. Sam Houston’s army is in high spirits and in good condition. We do want more people to join the troop so that Houston can fight fiercely and win victory over Santa Anna’s. The assessment of Burnet about Houston’s army was true as the letter was addressed on April 7th and by that time Houston’s army was in a much better position with equipment as well as manpower to fight the Mexican army. To begin with  Houston had learned about the defeat at Alamo and the surrender of Fannin’s unit. He knew that he was ill equipped to fight the Mexican army with regards to man power, trained troops as well as ammunition. Instead of fighting the army he wanted to buy sometime to possibly get as much aid from United States as possible. If time permits he also wanted to train his troops. He also began to move to different places as far east as he could. He knew by doing this the Mexican armies supply line would be stretched. He wanted to tire his Mexican enemies and buy as much time as possible. His troops however, were getting anxious, and angry as they wanted to fight the Mexican army. Some of them refused to retreat further and had to be left guard the river crossing. Houstons retreats panicked the families living between the Colorado and Brazos River. They feared that the Mexican army would harm them too as they harmed the ones at Aamo and  Fannin’s unit.  Hundreds of families gathered all their belongings and headed east toward the Sabine River. Heavy rains, lack of food, and sickness made their journey miserable. This event was known as the Runaway Scrape. But overall, Houston managed to better equip himself time permitting as much as he could, his warfare strategies brought him time, ammunition with the addition of two cannons and manpower. He also got sometime to train his troops. The sequence of events are as follows.  The defeats at the Alamo and Coleto convinced General Sam Houston that he must not allow his forces to be separated into small groups. He also learnt from these disasters the folly of trying to fight the Mexican army on the open plains of South Texas. The Mexican cavalry on those plains had a huge advantage over the Texans due to superioriority of cavalry on open terrain. The fall of the Alamo and the losses in South Texas opened the way for the Mexican army to move farther into Texas. Santa Anna thought it was an easy task for his armies to occupy the towns in central and East Texas. Sam Houston needed more manpower to attain victory, when he arrived at Gonzales on March 11, he found more than 370 volunteers anxious to fight Santa Anna. Two days later he learned about the defeat in Alamo, he faced a difficult decision,  fight or flee. He knew he didn’t have enough soldiers and some of them were not even trained to fight. In search of help from the United States he decided that instead of fighting the huge army of Santa Anna where another defeat was bound to happen, he should retreat eastward towards the Colorado River and try to pick up as many soldiers as possible. He was in dire need of soldiers. When they reached the Colorado River Houston’s forces grew in number as volunteers arrived from the United States. Houston now had nearly 1,400 soldiers, although many of them were untrained and poorly equipped. After hearing about the surrender of Fannin and his unit at Goliad,  and that Santa Anna’s army was moving towards the Colarado River, Houston again ordered to retreat, this time to the Brazos River. Houston knew that they still weren’t well equipped to fight the enemy, he also knew that as the Mexican army was drawn farther east, its supply lines became stretched. He was also hoping that by buying time they could get help from United States in East Texas. Houstons retreats panicked the families living between the Colorado and Brazos River. They fearded that the Mexican army would harm them too as they harmed the ones at Aamo and  Fannin’s unit.  Hundreds of families gathered all their belongings and headed east toward the Sabine River. Heavy rains, lack of food, and sickness made their journey miserable. This event was known as the Runaway Scrape. When Houston’s army reached the Brazos River at San Felipe de Austin, two companies refused to retreat further, so Houston posted them to guard the river crossing. Then he turned the main body of army northward along the Brazos River towardthe plantation of Jared Groce. He trained his men for two weeks at the Groce’s plantation to the fundamentals of warfare. Some left the army to join their families. Santa Anna reached the Brazos River at San Felipe on April 7. He could not overcome the two Texas companies defending the river crossing and hence moved 30 miles down river.  As Santa Anna moved toward Harrisburg after Burnet and his advisors, Houston moved his Army toward San Jacinto River. At Groce’s landing he received two cannons, a gift from the people of Cincinnati, Ohio.  Many believed that Houston’s strategy was o lead the Mexican army east to Sabine River. There Houston might receive aid from the American troops. On April 17, he took the route south to Harrisburg instead of the road eat to Louisiana. On April 18, Texas army reached Buffalo Bayou, Santa Anna’s was closeby moving toward the San Jacinto River. Houston moved his army along the banks of Buffalo Bayou to meet the Mexican troops. Of course the troops were in high spirits because they were ready to fight. They were less than 800 men in Houston’s troops and 1390 men in Santa Anna’s.  Santa Anna was overconfident that he would win the fight as he thought the Texans are weak, Houston took time to train his army so they were prepared, defeat of Alamo and Goliad inspired Texans to win this battle. All of Houston’s army favored fighting so it is believed that they were in fine condition and high spirits. Texas army defeats the Mexican army at the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21. At the battle of San Jacinto Houston’s army is victorious in showing Texan Independence. Santa Anna is captured. Treaties of Velasco are signed. Santa Anna promises not to fight Texans again. All the troops in Houston’s army volunteered to fight at San Jacinto instead of waiting to be attacked by the Mexican troops. The war strategies of Houston were outstanding and so they won the battle. He ordered his scouts to destroy the bridge across Vince’s Bayou to cut off the path of retreat for both the Texan and Mexican army. He attacked the Mexican army in the afternoon. He appointed Lamar to keep Mexican soldiers from escaping across the prarie. They ceased the Mexican artiillery. Mexican forces try to flee but the bridge had been destroyed. Others trying to flee onto the prarie were cut down by Lamar’s cavilry. Fewer than 10 texans were killed or fataly wounded in the fighting. 30 were injured including General Houston. About 30 Mexicans killd and 730 taken prisoner including Santa Anna. Houston called his troops daring and courageous. Every officer and man proved himself worthy of the cause in which he battled. General Santa Anna also pointed out fatigue as one of the causes for his defeat as was anticipated by Houston through his constant retreats and stretching the supply lines. 
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2. Juan N. Seguin. Account of the Battle of San Jacinto, April 21, 1836. From author's Personal Memoirs of Juan N. Seguin, from the year 1834 to the Retreat of General Woll from The City of San Antonio 1842 (1842). [It may be necessary to scroll down to the document.] Link to document

Why was this an important dialogue?  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

3.

The "public" Treaty of Velasco, May 14, 1836. Santa Anna promises not to take up arms against Texas and to order all Mexican troops to evacuate from Texas. Link to document
The "secret" Treaty of Velasco, May 14, 1836. Santa Anna pledges to fulfill stipulations in six articles "so far as concerns himself." Among them are pledges to work to gain the Mexican government's agreement to the independence of Texas and to a boundary between the two nations not to extend beyond the Rio Grande. Link to document
Compare these two treaties. Why was a secret treaty necessary?  What possible effect can the secret treaty have in the future? 

After the Battle of San Jacinto, President Burnet moved the government from Galveston Island to the town of Valesco and the mouth of the Brazos River. The capital of Texas was located at Valesco for several months. Santa Anna was taken there to sign two treaties with the Texas government. Both were signed on May 14, 1836. One treaty was made public. The other was kept secret. Public treaty vs. Secret treaty of Velasco May 14, 1836. Public treaty had 10 articles whereas the secret treaty had 6. Both treaties was an agreement between the Republic of Texas and the Republic of Mexico. In the public treay the Mexican ruler promised to never fight against the Texans, the same article was in the secret treaty. In the Public Treaty it was demanded that all hostility between the Mexican and Texian troops cease immediately, the Secrety treaty did not have this article. The Public treaty demanded evacuation of the Mexican troops from the terrirtory of Texas relocating south of the Rio Grande. Therefore, a boundary was created between the two countries which was the southern border of Texas at the Rio Grande. Another article mentioned that Mexican army should not delay it’s evacuation. Secret treaty mentioned that Santa Anna will give orders that the Mexican troops should evacuate the territory of Texas immediately in the shortest time. Secret Treaty also mentioned that a Treaty of commerce, friendship, and limits to be established between Mexico and Texas, where the territory of Texas will not extend beyond Rio Grande. The Public Treaty demanded that Mexican Army in its retreat must return all proprty taken by the Mexican Forces during the war to their rightful owners including horses, cattles, negro slaves. This article was not part of the Secret Treaty. The Public Treaty demanded that the troops of both armies will refrain from coming into contact with each other within 5 leagues, this article was not present in the Secret Treaty. The Public Treaty would be dispatched to the commanders of the two armies, informing them of the treatie’s content. This was not mentioned in the secret treaty. The Public Treaty also provided for an exchange of Texan and Mexican prisoners captured in the fighting, not present in the Secret Treaty. Public Treaty mentioned that General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna will be sent to Vera Cruz as soon as it is deemed possible, same was in the secret treaty but added that he will be returned promptly for purpose of his engagements. Duplicates will be made of the public treaty. On the Secret Treaty however it was added that in return for his freedom, Santa Anna privately agreed in the Secret Treaty to work for Mexican Recognition of Texas Independence and all difference should be settles by negotiations and Mission of Texas should be well recognized. The secret terms called for the Texas government to release Santa Anna immediately and escort back to Mexico. In return Santa Anna would also agree to work inside Mexico to get the Texas boundary set at the Rio Grande. The secret treaty was necessary to relieve the new republic of Texas of all hostile enemies and to secure Mexico’s acknowledgement of the independence of Texas. This was necessary because the Republic of Texas was not well developed to protect it’s boundaries from an invasion. Therefore the Texans wanted to end the war of independence on as friendly terms as possible. They were willing to free Santa Anna if he agrees to their demands. Since there is a lot of globalization of the present world therefore, if a president signs a secret treaty probably he would have to comply with it. However, Santa Anna did not comply with the treaties as the Mexicans put forward that he does not need to as he had to sign the treaties in imprisonment. The demands of the Texans were friendly in the secret treaty there was no threat what so ever they in fact wanted to keep a channel of trade, commerce, and negociation open between the two countries. In the present day such a treaty between two countries should be taken with optimism. Since the present world has a threat of nuclear weapons therefore if two countries are at war and they have a secret treaty they should try to comply with it especially when the treaty is demanding a channel for further communication.  
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